
Facts about Gold Butte 
 
What should I know about Gold Butte? 
 

 Gold Butte comprises almost 350,000 acres of public lands in southeastern Nevada and provides 
habitat for desert tortoise, desert bighorn sheep, and sensitive plants.  The area contains rugged 
mountains, Joshua tree and Mojave yucca forests, colorful sandstone outcroppings, and braided 
washes that morph into slot canyons; it is also home to numerous cultural and historical 
resources including Native American artifacts and incredible displays of rock art. 

 

 Gold Butte’s many natural, scenic, and cultural qualities make it an ideal destination for a variety 
of outdoor activities. By protecting Gold Butte as a national conservation area with wilderness, 
we can strike a balance between protecting the most sensitive areas to allow for hiking, hunting, 
and photographing ancient rock art while at the same time ensuring over 500 miles of existing 
roads remain open for off-road and other vehicles. Nevada can promote Gold Butte as a place 
where locals and tourists alike can hike, hunt, explore cultural sites, and ride off-highway. This 
could create tourism and recreation jobs and further diversify Nevada’s economy. 

 

 Support for protecting Gold Butte as a national conservation area with wilderness includes local 
governments such as the Clark County Commission, the City of Mesquite and the Moapa Valley 
and Las Vegas Paiute Tribes along with conservationists, outdoor recreationists and businesses, 
including the Las Vegas Convention and Visitor’s Authority, the Nevada Resort Association, the 
Eureka Casino Resort and many more.  

  
What is a national conservation area (NCA)? 
 

 National conservation areas are designated by Congress to conserve, protect, enhance, and 
manage public lands for the benefit and enjoyment of present and future generations. NCAs 
feature exceptional ecological, historical, cultural, scientific, and recreational values. 

 
What is wilderness? 

Wilderness is an area of undeveloped federal land, managed to retain its primitive and wild 
character.  As the Wilderness Act states, "wilderness areas shall be devoted to the public 
purposes of recreational, scenic, scientific, educational, conservation, and historical use."  Unlike 
national parks, wildlife refuges, or monuments, wilderness designation from Congress provides 
the highest level of natural resource protection available in the world. 

 While only a portion of the proposed NCA is under consideration for wilderness designation, it is 
the perfect place for hiking, camping, hunting, fishing, picnicking, kayaking and canoeing, 
swimming, backpacking, horseback riding, rafting, bird-watching, and many other forms of 
recreation.  Any non-mechanized use is generally permitted, and motorized travel is allowed in 
cases of emergency. 

 
Why is wilderness and NCA-designated land important in Nevada? 
 

 Wilderness areas and NCAs add tremendous value to the quality of life in Nevada by protecting 
our canyons, forests, mountains, and desert vistas from over-development. The non-wilderness 



lands within the broader NCA can be managed primarily for conservation while allowing a wider 
range of recreational uses such as off-road vehicle riding and mountain biking.  
 

 NCA designation brings prestige and greater public awareness to the area, and provides 
resources to make Gold Butte—and more than 500 miles of trails—more accessible to outdoor 
enthusiasts, including hikers, hunters, campers and off-roaders.  

 

 Wilderness areas and NCAs protect some of Nevada’s critical watersheds from contamination 
and depletion and provide ideal habitat and migration corridors for some of the Southwest’s 
spectacular animals, birds, and plants. 

 

 Wilderness areas and NCAs safeguard archaeological artifacts and our cultural history, 
discourage vandalism, and preserve the physical and spiritual integrity of important tribal 
cultural sites found throughout Nevada. 

 

 Wilderness areas and NCAs preserve recreation opportunities, attracting wildlife watchers, 
hunters, anglers, and hikers, as well as the millions of dollars in tourist revenue associated with 
these activities. 

 
 
 

How do I get to Gold Butte? 
 

 Gold Butte is located in northeast Clark County between the Lake Mead National Recreation 
Area and the Grand Canyon-Parashant National Monument.   
 

 Traveling from Interstate 15 take Exit 112 (Riverside/Bunkerville) and go south; cross the bridge 
over the Virgin River and turn west on the first road past the bridge.  

 

 As you travel this lightly maintained oiled road, you pass farms along the river, a homestead at 
an oasis, and eventually see Lake Mead to the west and the Virgin Mountains to the east. The 
entire area is known as Gold Butte. 

 
For more information on the natural, historical, and cultural treasures of Gold Butte, please visit 
www.friendsofgoldbutte.org. 

http://www.friendsofgoldbutte.org/

